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UPDATE ON THE SILVER LINE TUNNEL

THREATENING BAY VILLAGE
by Mark Slater.

To remind everyone of the details, the Silver Line Phase III
is a proposed one mile bus tunnel to be used to connect
Silver Line Phase I, running aboveground from Dudley

Square to Downtown Crossing, and Silver Line Phase II,
running (mostly) underground from South Station through

the Seaport District to Logan Airport.  

While there have been several competing versions of a 
proposed tunnel route and the MBTA is publicly claiming to

be “evaluating” all of these options, this is all window 
dressing: they’ve already chosen a tunnel up Tremont Street

(with an entrance ramp running from Marginal Road to
Jefferson Street) and then proceeding up Charles Street

South.  It is technically known as the 
Charles Street South Modified Alignment.

There isn’t room here to review all of the flawed 
reasoning, fabricated rationalizations, and outright deception

that have transpired to move this project forward.
We’ll concentrate just on those issues 
particularly pertinent to Bay Village.

The MBTA and its allies have proudly proclaimed that this
project has been developed to provide residents of Roxbury
with easy access to Logan Airport, and that this route has
been designed in response to Bay Village‘s environmental
concerns, both of which are outright fabrications.  Previous

routes near Bay Village required the temporary or 
permanent taking of Elliot Norton Park, which in turn

required state legislative approval.

Thanks to the work of our excellent State Representative,
Speaker of the House Sal DiMasi , these previous plans for

routes near Bay Village were blocked.  The only virtue, 
environmental or other, of the Charles Street South Modified

Alignment is that is avoids the need for the MBTA get
legislative approval for this project.

The MBTA’s PR aside, the current tunnel route has actually
been identified as uniquely bad environmentally: it will
simultaneously drain groundwater from Bay Village and

block its recharge from the solid neck of Boston.  

(Continued on page 5.)

COLUMBUS CENTER

CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY
by Lynn Andrews .

Wondering why people are walking around Bay
Village with white construction hats?  

The answer:  they work for J.F. Contracting, the
company decking over the MassPike 

and building Columbus Center. 

Kevin Lampron , J.F. White’s construction project
manager, spoke at the March 3 BVNA executive
committee meeting.  He explained that they are
wrapping up pre-construction and beginning full 
construction of the deck; the latter will continue 

for approximately 24 months. 

The construction is divided into four parcels:

•Parcel 16:  Bound by Columbus, Clarendon, 
Stanhope, Cahners Streets

•Parcel 17:  Columbus, bound by Berkeley and 
Clarendon Streets

•Parcel 18:  Cortes, bound by Berkeley and 
Arlington Streets

•Parcel 19:  Triangular parcel bound by Arlington,  
Marginal, Tremont, Herald Streets.  

(Continued on page 3.)



PRESIDENT’S LETTER by Brian Boisvert .

Welcome to my inaugural letter as President of the Bay Village Neighborhood Association.
I’d like to begin by offering my heartfelt thanks to all of the BVNA members who have
extended their well-wishes and assistance in my first couple of months.  One of the real
treasures of this neighborhood is the unending generosity of its residents.  Special 
mention goes to my predecessor, Mark Slater, who has been a fantastic leader for our 
neighborhood and has helped to build and maintain excellent working relationships with
our city departments and elected representatives.  It became apparent to me rather 
quickly what a huge undertaking this position is, and I’m realizing that I haven’t thanked

Mark nearly enough for the amazing job he did during his two-year term.  On behalf of the whole 
neighborhood, Mark: thank you. You’ve left some big shoes to fill.

We have a lot of exciting events scheduled for the months ahead.  We’re planning a Bay Village fund-raiser at
a local restaurant – look for details soon!  In addition, our long winter is finally coming to an end, which means
that we’ll have a whole season’s worth of dirt and trash to remove from our streets.  April 26 is our annual
spring clean-up.  Please save the date, come out, and sweep Bay Village clean.  Refreshments provided!

While Bay Village is a wonderful, safe place to live and, statistically, has very low crime, the best way to keep
it that way is to stay vigilant and involved.  As the weather warms, we tend to see more “activity” on our
streets.  And, as the recent Aria nightclub shooting shows, violent crime can be just around the corner.  Our
monthly Crime Committee meetings are an opportunity to interact directly with the police, hear their updates,
and express any concerns about issues you may be seeing around your homes.  Yet attendance at these
meetings has been mediocre (to put it mildly) recently.  Increased attendance sends a message that we take
crime seriously.  If you can spare less than an hour on the third Monday of each month, please attend.
Details are sent out via e-mail and are also posted in advance on the community bulletin board at the corner
of Melrose and Church Streets.

And, in what may become a familiar refrain, I want to reach out to my readers.  If you are not yet a BVNA
member, please join -- it’s inexpensive and it makes us a stronger organization.  It’s really just a matter of
numbers: high membership equals big influence; low membership sends a message of apathy.  Please go to
http://www.bayvillage.net/join/ or use the 
membership form on page 14 of this newsletter.

Finally, just this week, I was contacted by 
someone who is considering relocating to Bay
Village and wanted to know the pros and cons 
of life here.  I could say, with all honesty, that I
think this is the best place in the city to live – 
a true gem in the heart of the Boston.  While we
have to remain active about crime issues and
work hard to ensure that surrounding 
development is a positive addition, this is really
an amazing neighborhood to live.  And, once
again, a huge part of that is the friendly, 
dedicated, caring people here that make this
such a special place.  Thanks so much to all of
you who help to make Bay Village “home.”
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2008 promises to be a banner year for Bay Village Parks and the Elliot Norton Park!
A number of initiatives are planned to bring more people into the parks, increase 
participation of residents in maintaining the parks, and make investments in the parks’
long-term future.

I recently attended a meeting held by the Boston Parks Department to exchange
ideas and information among Park Friends groups throughout the City.  We heard a
report on the New York City Parks Department’s volunteer activities in Central Park.
We learned about organizing and promoting increased volunteer participation. 

During the summer, we’ll coordinate with the Boston Parks Department’s ParkArts
program to host cultural activities for children and adults in the Elliot Norton Park.

This year’s major project is to install automatic irrigation systems that will ensure the health of the parks well into
the future, beyond the current labor-intensive methods of manual watering.

We also plan to install a “stele” (def: “upright slab of stone carved in relief with names, portraits, etc., to 
commemorate the dead”) in honor of Elliot Norton , the revered dean of Boston theater critics and namesake of
Elliot Norton Park.

More mundane matters include the replacement of some crumbling whisky barrel planters throughout the Village.
It is a version of another modern day dilemma: “paper or plastic?”  Our particular question is:  wood or plastic?
Your thoughts are welcome.

We hope to increase membership and participation.  If you have not paid your dues this year, please send them to
me at One Lyndeboro Place, Boston 02116 or to Doug Fiebelkorn , Treasurer, at 43 Melrose Street.  Dues are $25
per year.  If you are not yet a member, please join!.  I will keep you posted as events unfold.  You can also always
contact me at Rich32323@yahoo.com or 617- 556-0035.

The 2008 officers of the Friends are: Dick Junghans, President; Doug Fiebelkorn, Treasurer; Christine Colley ,
Clerk.

Dick Junghans :
can you dig it?

3THE GARDEN CORNER:  NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF BAY VILLAGE PARKS
by Dick Junghans , President of Friends of Elliot Norton and Bay Village Parks. 

COLUMBUS CENTER CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY, cont’d. from page 1.

Kevin discussed J.F. White’s construction plans in detail, specifically:  

•Installing the basic support (pile and shaft drilling) for Columbus Center buildings will continue for 14 months.

•Relocating utilities (estimated duration time of 12 months), including new water, sewer, and drain lines in various 
locations; Cortes Street will be impacted specifically.

•Prepping the turnpike site and excavation work in all parcels.

•Relocating fiber optic lines on the MassPike from the median to the north wall.

Kevin ended his presentation by giving the Columbus Center construction website address 
(http://www.columbuscenter.com) and suggested that everyone visit the site for the most up-to-date information.
Questions or concerns can be emailed to info@columbuscenter.com.

Communication with Bay Village residents will continue for the duration of the construction.  Currently, there is a bi-
weekly meeting with representatives of all neighborhoods affected by the construction.  Also, two meetings have been
held to address specific questions and concerns of those living on Cortes Street.  A Columbus Center construction rep-
resentative will attend the BVNA executive committee meeting once a quarter.



4THREE GREAT WAYS TO GET

INVOLVED AND HELP OUR

NEIGHBORHOOD

1. Join BVNA - Your dues help in
many ways, such as dealing with crime,

improving our quality of life, 
beautification, social activities

(membership form is on Page 14 or
www.bayvillage.net/join).

2. Volunteer - Throughout the year we
ask neighbors to help with clean-up

days, wreath hangings, and caring for
our parks. There are also many things
that can be done from home so you

won't need to attend meetings 
or come to events.

3. Write to the Mayor and City
Councilors and attend public meetings

of the Historic District Commission, 
the Licensing Board, 

the Zoning Board of Appeal, to ensure
that our neighborhood is represented.

To get involved, call the BVNA hotline
at 617-542-BVNA

and leave a message 
for your area of interest. 

Together we make things better!

MONTHLY
BVNA CRIME COMMITTEE
MEETINGS OPEN TO ALL

BVNA Crime Committee meetings take
place on the third Monday of every month. 

This is an opportunity to meet directly with
the police, hear their updates, and express

any concerns about issues you may be 
seeing around your homes.  Turnout at

these meetings has been low lately, and it’s
in everyone’s best interest to 

reverse that trend. 

Not only will increased attendance help to
send a message that we take crime 

seriously, but proactive attendance can also
help to prevent issues before they occur. 

If you can spare less than an hour on
Monday evenings, please make 

every effort to attend.

PLANNING COMMITTEE NOTES
by Dana Masterpolo and Artie Rice, 

Co-chairs, Planning Committee.

1) 212 Stuart Street.  Project developer and owner Nick Hera
of Hera Development and Hendron Design architect Gary
Hendron presented several iterations for their proposed
retail and office project located at 212-222 Stuart Street.  This
site will encompass the location of the existing Jae's building
as well as the adjacent existing parking lot abutting the
Church Street extension.  The latest proposed 10-story
design would have a maximum building height of 112 feet. 

2) Boston Center for Adult Education (BCAE).  BCAE project
representative Ed Howe and Arrowstreet architect Jim
Batchelor made several presentations to the Planning
Committee about plans to expand the current BCAE facility
at 122 Arlington Street.  The latest proposed four-story
design would feature classrooms, administrative offices, and, 
potentially, a small cafe.  The proposed maximum building
height is 50 feet.

3) 17 Melrose Street.  The owners proposed a minor 
extension to the existing one-story addition in their backyard
abutting the rear alley.

4) Crown Cleaners.  Owners Tim and Christina outlined
their plans to move their current neighborhood dry cleaning
business down the street to 121 South Charles.  The 
proposal envisions all dry cleaning operations conducted off
premises, with the 121 South Charles storefront operating as
a receiving and pick-up center for laundry. 

LICENSING COMMITTEE NOTES
by Len Phillips and John Cerone ,

Co-chairs, Licensing Committee.

The owner of the building leased by the former Dedo 
restaurant is still trying to locate a restaurant tenant.  The

Licensing Committee is reviewing proposals and seeking the
most "neighborhood-y" place possible.

The Licensing Committee works on all licensing issues that may
affect the neighborhood, including service of 

alcohol, beer and wine, and food.

The Planning Committee works on zoning and building issues that
may affect the neighborhood. 

All neighbors are welcome to attend and BVNA members are 
invited to join the committees. 

The Licensing and Planning Committees meet jointly on the last
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 

the South Cove Apartments, 230 Stuart Street. 
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MOVERS AND SHAKERS 
NEEDED!

by Jo Campbell,
Co-chair, Beautification.

We're looking for a few Bay Village people who 
like to get down and dirty once in a while! 
Just kidding, but we do need some more 
volunteers to keep Bay Village beautiful.

It doesn't take a lot of time, no heavy lifting, 
just a little weeding, planting, and watering 

the Bay Village Garden at Melrose and Church
Street and the Isabella Street Park.

Many have expressed interest but I've been 
unsuccessful in reaching you by email or phone. 

April is just around the corner and we need to
meet.  Please call 617-482-7518 leave your name,

phone number, address, and the best time to
reach you, and I'll get right back to you.

It's a great way to meet some of your neighbors
and it’s not hard work -- IT'S FUN!

CALL 911 
WHENEVER YOU SEE 
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Whenever you see any suspicious activity (that may
be someone sitting on a front stoop engaging in drug
consumption or someone walking up and down the
street looking out of place), call 911 and report it.
The police may not respond immediately, but they

will respond eventually and that will mean more of a
police presence in our neighborhood.

Police coverage in Boston is determined by the level
of 911 calls, so don’t hesitate to report any problems.

The police cannot be in our neighborhood 24/7, 
but we are.  We need to take 

responsibility for our neighborhood.

One of our local officers is Ramadani Abdul-Aziz --
say hello when you see him and offer him 

a cup of coffee.  It’s nice to let him know we 
appreciate his presence.  As always, please e-mail
BVNA Crime Committee Chairs Chris Goddu and

Emily Kemp with any questions and concerns:
crime@bayvillage.net.

SILVER LINE UPDATE, continued from Page 1.

The MBTA is assuring the public that they’ll do a really great job of waterproofing this tunnel; 
unfortunately their most recent tunnel work for Silver Line Phase II at South Station leaks like a 
colander, by their own admission, showing the lack of any substance to their environmental efforts.   
If construction vibration doesn’t damage fragile buildings in Bay Village, we remain convinced long term 
groundwater depletion will destroy the foundations of virtually every building in our neighborhood.

The MBTA is busy preparing for its next round of required regulatory paperwork for the Silver Line Phase III,
and we expect an environmental review to be filed in late May or early June, with a revised Federal Transit
Authority (FTA) filing in late August or early September.  The former is a mandated state level review to 
identify (not solve) potential environmental problems, while the latter is the formal application for federal 
funding for 60% of the budgeted cost only (not cost overruns after everyone’s experience with the Big Dig).

All this means that we’ll be seeing a lot of commotion over the next half year, after a pleasant break from
MBTA inanity this last 18 months.  We’re gearing up to protest this project and this route, and we have a lot of
allies.  In fact, its easier to list the proponents of this project than the enemies. Our very own Congressman,
Mike Capuano , has championed the manner of transit (bus) and the route through Bay Village with his 
congressional earmarks, and topped it off with public comments exhibiting a profound lack of understanding of
our environmental concerns.  Construction firms and workers, left idle after their stellar work on the Big Dig,
are clamoring for any project that needs more digging.  Business lobbyists in Bay Bay and the Seaport have
managed to convince themselves that connecting these areas with a bus transfer to a subway will magically
cause business to boom for their clients.

There will be a 30-day period after the environmental review is filed in May or June to protest the MBTA’s 
chosen route, and we’ll be coordinating letter writing, as before.  In the meantime, talk to anyone you know
about the folly of the Silver Line Phase III.  If you have constructive suggestions of specific actions that you
feel would help us, as well as the time to help make those actions happen, please contact me to coordinate at
markslater@alum.mit.edu.



6ILLEGAL BUS IDLING ON SOUTH CHARLES STREET: AN UPDATE
by Mark Slater .

It’s that time of year when hordes of group tours descend on the theaters abutting Bay Village. 

While we’re as thrilled as anyone to see a vibrant arts community on our doorstep, the tour buses used to
transport these theater-goers have been a real problem for Bay Village residents.  

The bus drivers for these tours have gotten in the habit of using Charles Street South as a loading and (even
worse) idling zone, since there were previously no officially designated areas.  

The noise and fumes from these illegally parked buses
have been the cause of considerable complaint, and the
BVNA has been working for the past year on finding a
solution.

There’s good news:

The City of Boston Traffic Department has created an
officially sanctioned bus loading zone on Tremont Street
on the far side of Elliot Norton park.  Not only is this
away from residential areas, it provides safe access to
theaters for those on the buses.  Finding, approving, and
designating this area required a lot of work on the part of
BTD personnel, and we’re very grateful for their excellent
efforts.

Theater operators have been very responsive in 
notifying all their tour operators in writing (with maps and
directions included) and by phone for each visit, and in
following-up with those who violate these rules.

And bad news:

Tour bus drivers are set in their ways and not eager to
move to the new loading zone.

Parking enforcement officers have an aversion to ticketing idling buses on Charles Street South, for reasons
which are completely unclear to anyone.

There’s been little enforcement of “No Parking” regulations in the new bus loading zone, which means there
isn’t easy access for buses even if they do move.

The BVNA will be working on getting the parking enforcement we need to clean up this problem.  In the
meantime, here are constructive things you can do to help:

•  If you see an idling bus on Charles Street South, note the date and time, the bus name, and the license
plate number.  Send this information to Kathleen McDermott at kathleenmcd@att.net.

•  Call City of Boston traffic enforcement at 617-635-2052 and request that they send out an enforcement
team.  Let Kathleen know of these phone calls.

•  Ditto if you note parking enforcement officers not ticketing buses.

Lastly, please don’t harass any of the theater operators.  After a year of
excellent cooperation from them, the BVNA representatives involved
really are convinced they’re doing their best to help.

Note from your Editor,
Kathleen McDermott

I hope you enjoy this
Newsletter. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed 
articles, photos, information,
and advice, including John
Cerone, Mark Slater, Jo
Campbell, China Altman,
Bill Nigreen, Sue Buta,
Sarah Herlihy, Len Phillips,
Carol Carlson, Rocque
Dion, Chris Goddu, John
Shope, Brian Boisvert, Sgt. Tom Lema, Nan
Rubin, Jim McCormick, Dana Masterpolo,
Richard Junghans, Lynn Andrews, Becca
Connors, David Lapin, Eli Akerstein, JoAnne
Ross, Erin Reffsin, Anne Kilguss, Joseph
Poletto, Lorlene Hoyt, Rahul Mital.

I invite you to use this Newsletter as a forum to tell your Bay
Village story.  Photos are welcome, or email me and I’ll come by
and take a snap.  kathleenmcd@att.net

SAVE THE DATE!

Neighborhood Clean-Up. 
Saturday morning, 

April 26.



WHAT TO DO ABOUT 
GRAFFITI

When large, ugly graffiti tags appear in
Bay Village, you can take quick and
easy action to make them disappear.  
Call the City’s “Graffiti Busters” unit 

at 617-635-3284. 

They can, on their own, clean graffiti on
"public" items such as stop signs, 

mailboxes, and light poles.

If you report graffiti on private property,
Graffiti Busters will need the owner’s

consent.  The owner consent form is on
the City’s Graffiti Buster’s website at: 

www.cityofboston.gov/propertymanage-
ment/graffitibusters.asp.  

It is a simple matter of completing the
form and sending an email.
The City is very responsive.   

CITY SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT
by Co-chairs 

Sarah Herlihy (sbherlihy@yahoo.com),
and Jim McCormick (jamesdmccormick@comcast.net).

City Services is pleased to announce the addition of
five to eight new overnight parking spaces in the 

neighborhood for residents with Bay Village parking 
stickers.  The City has designated Arlington Street from

Stuart to Piedmont, on the side in front of the
Renaissance Charter School, as resident parking. 

The School uses these spaces from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. for drop-off/pick-up.  From 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.,

they are reserved for residents with Bay Village
parking stickers.  Make sure to move your car

by 7:00 a.m. or you will be towed!

We are urging the City to explore designating
additional spaces to replace those taken by the 

mini-construction boom ongoing in 
and around Bay Village.

Mark your calendars for the Neighborhood Clean-Up on
Saturday, April 26.  Come join your neighbors to sweep

away the winter salt and sand and 
make Bay Village sparkle.

RANDOM ACTS OF BEAUTY IN BAY VILLAGE
by China Altman .

-   The large Christmas tree lying on its side in the center of the Bay Village Neighborhood Park became
a roosting place for a flock of cheery sparrows.  They looked beautiful as they perched and twittered on the
branches at a height that made them eye level for most passers-by. 

-   Some residents give their front door Christmas wreaths a second life by placing them in the 
winter-empty street planters, including a pleasing one on Melrose near Church where small pine cones were
arranged in the center.  On Valentine's Day, a red carnation appeared in the middle of the pine cones. 

-    A Bay Villager who was ill for some weeks went to the Post Office on St. James Avenue and found
seven boxes were being held.  When she said she was on the way home but couldn't possibly carry them,
two Post Office staff conferred, asked how long it would take her to walk there and assured her they would
hold the packages until someone could help her.  A few minutes after she arrived at her door a postal worker
appeared in a truck and carried the stack of packages up two flights of stairs, smiling all the way.   
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SCENES FROM THE HOLIDAYS IN BAY VILLAGE, 2007

Many people helped to make the Bay Village holiday events enjoyable for all.  Special thanks to Bernardo
and Maria Guzman of Melrose Street for providing live guitar music and leading the carol singing.  Thanks
also to Flash’s where hosts Elaine and Patty created a perfect setting for our holiday festivities.  Finally,
thanks to the entire Bay Village community for coming out to decorate our neighborhood for the holidays.  

By Rocque Dion , Co-chair, Social Activities.

Holiday Beautification Thank Yous
by Jo Campbell.

Thank you wreath hangers: Len and Anne Phillips,
Steve Dunwell, Rocque Dion, David Wright, Billie

Byrom, Barbara Gaffney, Walt Precourt, Artie Rice,
Judy Komarow, Nan Rubin, Ben Beck, Bette

Greene, Stephanie Markos, John Shope, Brian
Callaghan, Doug Hill, John Basile, Brian Quinn. 

Thank you holiday tree trimmers: Leslie Colburn ,
Rocque Dion , and Keith Gnoza .

A special thank you to Mark Bocash for creating the
lovely gold ribbon tree topper and getting all the new

bows for the wreaths at a great price!

Thanks to all those who helped remove the holiday
wreaths at the end of the season: Len Philips , Mark
Slater, Brian Boisvert, Steve Dunwell, Ben Beck ,

Leslie Colburn , Paul Buta , and Rocque Dion .

Foreground: Bernardo and Maria Guzman ,
Melrose Street, lead the caroling.  

Background: the Bay Village holiday tree.

Artie Rice and Lynn Andrews , Cortes Street.

Jo Campbell , Church Street, and Doug Fiebelkorn,
Bhamati Viswanathan, Tom Perkins, 
Christine Colley, all Melrose Street.

Sheila Geoghagen, Winchester Street, 
Dorothy Atwood , Lyndeboro Place, 

Leslie Colburn , Church Street, 
and Ann Phillips , Winchester Street.



THE HOLIDAY PARTY, 2007 9

Jacquie and Rahul Mital, Church Street.  

Stan Sharenson , Linda Taylor, and
John Basile , all Church Street.

Mary Darmstaetter, Broadway, and 
Janis Germagian , Fayette Street.

China Altman, Melrose Street and 
Steve Dunwell, Winchester Street.

Ellen, Ben Beck, and Stephanie
Howard, Melrose Street.

Sue Buta , Knox Street, 
and Judy Komarow, 

Melrose Street.

David Gural and
Eric Cordes , Melrose Street.

Isabel “Life of the Party” Slater,
Melrose Street.

Len Phillips,
Winchester Street

and Stephanie
Markos , Melrose

Street.



BOSTON POLICE

DISTRICT A-1

CITIZEN ALERT:  
THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLES

by Sgt. Tom Lema .

District A-1 is reporting a rash of car 
break-ins and stolen property throughout
the neighborhood.  We are advising all
residents to aggressively observe any 
suspicious activity in the streets and 

contact 9-1-1 immediately.  

We recommend that all crime watch 
groups plan times and days of the week

that residents can take their turn watching
over local streets.  District A-1 officers are

proactively patrolling the 
neighborhood to apprehend criminals 

responsible for these crimes. 

District A-1 recommends the following 
security tips:

1)  Never leave valuable items exposed to
public view, such as GPS systems, car

phones, coats, briefcases, pocketbooks,
gifts, etc.  These attract a thief to break into

your car, so it is best to remove them or
lock them in the trunk. 

Remove any markings that would show 
signs of a GPS system.

2)  Lock your doors and windows.  A thief
will attempt to insert a wire into a slightly

open window to pop up the door lock.
An unlocked door is an open 

invitation to a thief. 

3)  Invest in an anti-theft device.   
An audible alarm alerts attention to the 

motor vehicle.  Anti-theft locking devices
hold the steering wheel in place.  Having

an anti-theft device can also lower the cost
of your auto insurance. 

If you know anything about a crime that
has happened, please contact the 

District A-1 Community Service Office 
at 617-343-4627. 

CRIME COMMITTEE REPORT
by Chris Goddu .

We have meetings every third Monday of the month at 7
p.m.  Captain O'Rourke and Sergeant Lema present the
crime statistics for the month and give us insight into 
policing issues for the neighborhood.  In return, we inform
them about situations and circumstances we have become
aware of during the month.

In recent meetings, we have discussed the rash of car
break-ins (see Boston Police Advisory at left).   It seems
that GPS devices left in cars are the motivation for the
break-ins.  The police noted that people should always
remove their GPS devices and have some method of
cleaning their windshield so that there are no indications on
the windshield that a GPS device was in the car at some
point --  the tell tale sign of a suction cup will cause a thief
to vandalize the car in hopes of finding a GPS device.
Even if you have taken the device out of the car, you still
need to eliminate any indications that you had one in the
car.  At some point, GPS manufacturers will construct their
devices so that they will not work when removed from the
car but, until that innovation arrives, the only way to slow
down the break-ins is to take the devices with you and to
cover your tracks.

Lastly, we discussed the recent shooting at the Aria 
nightclub.  This has been the first shooting in a club in a
long time.  The police noted that some of the promotions
run by the clubs bring a somewhat unsavory crowd to the
downtown area.  There is not much we can do as a 
neighborhood - other than demand that the clubs hire a
sufficient police presence to dissuade people from 
engaging in this type of violent behavior.  We might also
want to write our city councilors and demand that alcohol
limits be enforced by the clubs because the abuse of 
alcohol appears to be a key factor in the events the police
encounter.

Should you have any concerns you want to address with
the police, please stop by at our next meeting.  Turnout
was light this month and the police are more responsive
when we have a larger presence at meetings.  It is your
neighborhood, so you need to participate.  

10

PARTY NOTICE! 

BVNA Social Activities co-chairs Nan Rubin and
Rocque Dion announce that a Bay Village

Fundraiser at Avila's Restaurant is being planned
for late spring or early summer. 
Date and time to follow soon.     
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Lots of Tasty Tidbits from Bay Village kids!
Fayette Street’s Carl-Isaak Krulewitch was
among a handful of third graders from Josiah
Quincy School selected to participate in the
Boston Ballet Citydance program.  The program
draws from the entire public school system, and is
composed of half boys and half girls.  Students
meet weekly at the Boston Ballet studios and are
taught by Boston Ballet teachers.  The program
culminates in spring performances for families to
enjoy.  Sarah Joy Buta of Knox Street was one of
nine third-grade dancers in the "Tea Picking
Dance" choreographed by her teacher Ms. Gee
and performed at the Josiah Quincy Elementary
School Chinese New Year performance. For this
"Year of the Rat" celebration, Yeruksew Hoyt-
Rouse (pictured at right) and Nathanael
Krulewitch of Fayette Street sung several
Chinese songs with their respective first-grade
classes.  Winchester Street’s David Lapin reports
that he will commemorate his 25th anniversary as
Community Music Center of Boston executive director 
with a gala concert at the Wimberly Theater on Sunday, 
June 8 at 7 p.m.  Meanwhile, the 15th annual David Lapin
Competition for junior and high school students will take
place at CMCB on Saturday afternoon, March 29.  
Fayette Street’s John Cerone reports on his travels on
behalf of international human rights law:  “In December, 
I spoke in Geneva at the Sixth Session of the UN Human
Rights Council on the subject of inter-state complicity in
human rights violations.  In February, I travelled to Nairobi
to train the staff of the Kenyan Human Rights Commission
to document recent election violence within the framework
of international criminal law.”  Our new BVNA President,
Brian Boisvert , of Piedmont Street, is currently training to
complete, with his siblings, a May marathon to support the
American Stroke Association.  Details at: 
www.ttes.vermont2008.kintera.org/bboisvert.  Kevin Crick
of Melrose Street is organizing a film festival of the "World's
Best Short Films" at the Museum of Fine Arts on March 22.
Purchase tickets at the MFA or by contacting Kevin at 
kcrickfilms@gmail.com.  Fayette Street’s 
Jo-Ann Ross reports that she successfully 
completed Level 3 Wine Studies Program (she
only has Level 4 to go!) at Boston University's
Elizabeth Bishop Wine Studies Program.
Goodbye to Neal and Malu Siskind , who are 
selling their Fayette Street house and planning to
move to the south shore.

TASTY T IDBITS: FUN , SMALL B ITS OF NEWS

The Hoyt-Rouse family of Winchester Street went to Disney
World for Christmas!  Yeruksew and Mitiku very much enjoyed

meeting Mickey Mouse and all his friends!

Betsi and Eli Akerstein of Cortes Street hold
their new springer spaniel puppy, Myla .

Do you like Tasty Tidbits?  Would you like to see more? 
Send us yours for the next issue.  No “bit” too small!  

Email me at kathleenmcd@att.net 
with short news items or photos about weddings, 
new babies, new neighbors, pets, life transitions, 

and any other notable developments.
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BAY VILLAGE BROWNIES NEWS
by Sue Buta.

Our Brownies are having a stellar cookie
sale.  We've sold 2,700 boxes of cookies
(about 100 right here in Bay Village --
thank you!).  Now we are able to afford an
overnight at the Museum of Science, fund our service project
for the Grow Clinic at Boston Medical Center, explore the 
manners and customs of other cultures, including a dinner at an
ethnic restaurant, and spend a weekend at Cape Cod to 
experience cranberry farming, nature walks, and camping skills.
If you missed our sale, it's not too late!  Email sue@buta.org
with a cookie request!

Troop 9258 is partnering with The Grow Clinic.  It's amazing to
most of us that children should be hungry or without clothing in
our wealthy city, but Boston Medical Center's Grow Clinic sees
children with these basic needs every day.  The Grow Clinic
serves children medically defined as "failing to thrive."  Our
local Brownie Troop wants to help change that.  From March 15
through April 28, the girls will collect new or gently-used 
clothing (indoor, outdoor, PJs, playclothes) for kids 0-3, diapers
(6 months to 3 years), books (Dr. Frank mentioned that Ezra
Jack Keats books are always popular), supplements (Bright
Beginnings Pediatric Soy supplement, Duocal, Enfamil Next
Step Soy Formula, Poly Vi Sol with Iron liquid vitamins,
Flintstones complete chewable vitamins) as well as baby food,
sippy cups, and plastic baby spoons.

Please let us know today if you are interesting in donating
goods for this service project.  Tell us when it's best to reach
you!  Email sue@buta.org.  Thanks!

AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED AUTHOR LIVES IN BAY VILLAGE
by Rocque Dion.

In 1973, Church Street’s Bette Greene wrote “Summer of My German Soldier,” a book
based on a true World War II story about a Jewish girl and a German prisoner of war.  
A convincing and compelling story of people in conflict, it is a complex treatment of 
prejudice and is unforgettable because of the genuine emotions it evokes. 

“Armed with earnest moral insight,” wrote The New York Times, “Mrs. Greene sneaks
past our conditioned reflexes satisfyingly often.”  It took Bette five drafts and a little 
more than four years to write “Summer of My German Soldier.”  She explains that she 
was a compulsive worrier over details:  “I would worry whether ‘streetcar’ or ‘trolley’ was
the right word.”

Within a few months of publication, “Summer of My German Soldier” won nationwide
acclaim.  It became a 1973 ALA Notable Book, one of The New York Times Outstanding
Books of the year for 1973, a National Book Award finalist, and it won the 1973 Golden
Kite Award given by the Society of Children’s Book Writers. 

It is now in its twenty-second translation in a foreign language, the latest publisher 
being one of Korea’s most prestigious houses.  Previous translations are in French,
German, Danish, Swedish, and Russian.

We, in Bay Village, wish to add our congratulations to Bette and look forward to her next book which she has temporarily
put on hold.  Don’t keep us waiting too long. 

BAY VILLAGE GOES FRENCH!

Mais oui! A group of Bay Villagers 
are getting together to form a French Club.

We will enjoy  
meals together, 
watch French

movies,
drink lots of wine, 
and trade witty, 

effervescent, and 
ungrammatical

bon mots 
en français.

French speakers 
of all levels 

are welcome. 

Please contact 
Rocque Dion at rocque.david@verizon.net or 
Kathleen McDermott at kathleenmcd@att.net.



TRASH RULES AND VIOLATIONS

Regular Trash Pick-Up for Fayette, Melrose, Jefferson, Church, Winchester, South Cedar Way,
Piedmont, Shawmut, and Broadway:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday; Recycling Day is Friday.  

Trash Pick-Up for Arlington, Cortes, and Isabella:  Monday and Thursday; 
Recycling Day is Monday.

City regulations prohibit putting out trash before 5 p.m. the day before trash day.  Use large, tightly-tied 2-mil
plastic bags rather than open paper bags.  It’s best to put trash out the morning of pick-up to reduce the

potential for garbage to spill out on the sidewalk and for rats to have a picnic.  

If a neighbor puts out trash too early or on the wrong day, or if there is an unsanitary situation, 
drop a line to our City Services Committee co-chairs Sarah Herlihy (sbherlihy@yahoo.com) or 

Jim McCormick (jamesdmccormick@comcast.net), or call ISD Code Enforcement at 617-635-4896.
They will send an inspector and issue a violation.  The fines for overflowing residential trash is $50 

and residential trash put out too early, or on the wrong day, will result in a $25 fine.  

13BK F INDS A HOME
by China Altman .

“BK,” the black
kitty who spent

the 2007 
summer on the

streets of 
Bay Village, has

found a 
kindred spirit in

his new guardian/
owner, 

musician
Steve Painter of

the Fenway. 

The match came about through 
Heather Donoghue of Watertown who
joined the Bay Village Stray Cat Rescue

group after she met BK and learned 
his story.  BK was about seven months of

age when he was first spotted in June,
abandoned or lost.  Several Bay Village

residents began feeding him.  
China Altman and Lisa Amatangel of

Melrose Street rescued him by setting up a
feeding station on Lisa’s fire escape for

several days and then using 
a borrowed trap.

Steve said he will probably keep the name
“BK” although he may add a 

second name for one of the jazz greats,
Mingus or Django .

RACHEL’S KITCHEN RE-OPENS WITH NEW OWNERS

Rachel’s Kitchen is
back in business!

New proprietors
Megan Boreman 
and Erin Reffsin 
previously owned 
and operated a 70-
seat breakfast and
lunch restaurant in
Amherst.

Erin and Megan will build on Rachel’s Kitchen’s great 
reputation and focus on fast service.  They offer a unique 
breakfast and lunch menu (ranging from sweet potato hash to
basil chicken with fresh mozzarella sandwiches) catering to 
on-the-go patrons.

“We want to have a friendly, warm work environment for 
ourselves, “ says Erin, “as well as our customers.”  Megan adds,
“we want our product and customer service to speak for 
themselves.”  One of their regulars sums it up this way, “this is
absolutely the friendliest restaurant around, and the food is great
too!”

Rachel’s Kitchen is open for breakfast and lunch six days a week,
(Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.) and is open on
Sunday, as well (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.). 

Welcome, Erin and Megan, to Bay Village!



Bay Village Neighborhood Association Membership Application
Name:_________________________________Telephone: (home)_______________(work)______________ 
E-mail  address:______________________________  
Street address:__________________________________________________________Unit/Apartment#:________

Membership runs from July 1 through June 30.  Members will be asked to renew every July 1.

Type of Membership: Interests:
Individual $ 10.00 __ Beautification __ City Services
Family $ 15.00 __ Fundraising __ Archives
Business $ 50.00 __ Social Activities __ Membership
Senior $   5.00 __ Communications __ Planning/Zoning
Student $   5.00 __ Public Relations __ Licensing
Donations $_________________ __Crime Prevention __ Website
If you chose Family membership,  please list individual family members below:
_________________________________________________________________________________________          
* Mail membership form to Registrar P.O. Box 1296, Back Bay Annex, Boston, MA 02117.
The By-laws of the Association limit VOTING membership to residents and/or owners of property within Bay Village.  Anyone
can join as a non-voting member!
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IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO JOIN OR RENEW!
by Doug Hill, BVNA membership (dhillbv@aol.com).

It’s never too late to join or renew your Bay Village Neighborhood Association membership. 
Memberships run from July 1 through June 30 but don’t let that stop you!  We would like to get everyone
living in Bay Village to be a member.  Membership in the organization gives our small-sized neighborhood

a big voice within the city of Boston.  Politicians, the Mayor, the BRA, MBTA, and the Boston Licensing
Board, to name a few, all care about how many residents are BVNA members in determining whether to

pay attention to our neighborhood needs.  Membership also gives you access to email updates of ongoing
neighborhood issues, and free or reduced ticket prices to neighborhood parties and events (always a great

way to meet and get to know your neighbors).  So renew today and ask your neighbor to join as well! 
It is easy and inexpensive to join: just fill out the application below 

or go to www.bayvillage.net and download an application.  Applications can be mailed to 
BVNA Registrar, PO Box 1296, Back Bay Annex, Boston, MA 02117. 

For new members of the BVNA – WELCOME, for returning members THANK YOU 
for your continued support and interest in our wonderful neighborhood.

CHECK OUR

COMMUNITY BULLETIN

BOARD !

Notices regarding all important 
community issues and meetings 

are always posted on the 
bulletin board at the 
Bay Village Garden 
(corner of Melrose 

and Church Streets).  

THE BAY VILLAGE

NEWS

AVAILABLE ON

LINE

The Bay Village News
is published four times 

a year by BVNA.

Full-color versions of
the newsletter (past

issues go back to 1998)
are available 

at the BVNA website, 
www.bayvillage.net.

PLEASE REPORT ILLEGALLY

PARKED, NON-RESIDENT CARS

The Traffic and Parking Department 
has a special “enforcement line” to report

illegally parked, non-resident cars.  
If a resident reports an illegally parked

car, and can describe the exact location 
and make of the vehicle, 
the Department will call a 

nearby Meter Maid/Man on a cell phone 
to ticket the illegal car--ASAP!

The “enforcement line” is 617-635-3125. 
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Park Square, 210 Stuart Street
Boston, MA 02116 - Ph. 617-423-5700

www.rustickitchen.biz

Handmade pastas 
and artisan breads 

made fresh daily...
Italian favorites 

from our wood oven...

Please support
our advertisers,

and let them
know you saw
their ad in The

Bay Village
News.

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

Real estate:  Want to spend a week or weekend in
Provincetown this summer?  One of your Bay Village

neighbors has a place for you!
Visit www.ptownrental.info.

Household goods: Anne Kilguss has an apartment-
sized refrigerator for sale, $75. It is 5 feet tall.

Akilguss@aol.com or 617-426-5779. 

BOSTON Park Plaza
BROOKLINE Coolidge Corner
CAMBRIDGE Harvard Square
NATICK Natick Collection
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Supporting Bay Village and all your real estate needs.

J.F. White Contracting Company 

supports Bay Village.


