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NEIGHBORHOOD YARD SALE, 
SATURDAY, MAY 19!  

RAIN DATE SUNDAY, MAY 20.

Dig out your excess treasures 
and get ready to sell, sell, sell!

We plan to set up on the sidewalks outside our houses,
but we may also designate a central 

location for those who want to do some 
neighborly socializing while taking care of business.

Participation as a seller requires 
a contribution of $10 per household.

The money will go towards advertising the event 
in the local newspapers for two weeks prior 

(we paid $120 two years ago), and possibly towards a
pizza-and-soda lunch in the Bay Village Garden.  

Any money left over will be either returned to those 
who contributed or given to the BVNA treasury.  
If participants want to contribute a percentage 

of their day's profits to the BVNA, 
that gesture would be much appreciated.

To be included in the yard sale, call either Len
Phillips (at home at 617-426-1762 until 9 p.m. or during

the day Tuesday through Friday at 617-492-0600), 
or Jo-Ann Ross (at 617-482-3032 until 10 p.m.).

Alternatively, you can slip a note with your name,
address, and phone number and ten dollars through the
mail slot at 14 Winchester Street or 23 Fayette Street. 

Please let us know by April 1 (no fooling!), 
so we get a sense of what the numbers might be.    

Call Len or Jo-Ann if you have any ideas 
to advance this project.

More details as we get closer to the date.

President’s Letter
by Mark Slater .

My gift to the neighborhood
in this issue is a short letter.
For the first time in several
years, we have not faced a
licensing, planning or Silver

Line crisis in Bay Village, which is a welcome
respite for a neighborhood that often feels
like it is under siege.  While it would be nice
to think these problems have gone away, 
unfortunately they haven’t.

1.  Our proximity to the Theater District and
the refusal of some local establishments to
acknowledge that they operate within a 
residential neighborhood means that we will
have to continue to be vigilant and insist that
bars live up to their requirements under
Boston Licensing Board rules.  Still, we are
thankful for the many nearby establishments
that operate responsibly, add to the fun of 
living in Bay Village, and have been 
wonderful neighbors.

(Cont’d. following page.)



President’s Letter, continued.

2.  Stuart Street, which forms our northern border and is the principal pedestrian entrance to Bay
Village, is simultaneously ripe for much-needed redevelopment and susceptible to unfortunate 
over-development.  The BRA is moving forward with its promised study of zoning along Stuart Street
in the wake of the offensively overbuilt Clarendon project, and we will have to strongly (but politely)
make our case for developments that serve the needs of all city residents and add to, rather than
diminish from, the unique charms of America’s only walking city.  The BVNA has always 
distinguished itself by engaging in productive dialogue that recognizes the economic and other con-
straints developers operate under, and while we don’t always get all we want, we have done well so
far.

3.  The Silver Line, alas, continues to move ahead despite its many and manifest failings as a 
credible transportation solution for an urban environment.  Congressman Capuano continues to
champion this bus solution in the face of overwhelming resident opposition across the length of the
route; the sheer number of construction jobs (the major point of building a bus route, as it requires a
tunnel size four times as great as rail) means there is tremendous political pressure to dig sooner
rather than later.  That’s the bad news: it’s not going to go away, despite its failure as a bona fide
transportation solution.  The good news is that our continued pressure and the excellent efforts of
our State Representative, Speaker of the House Sal DiMasi , have resulted in the MBTA being
required to investigate a no-portal option.  (The portal is the part to be built through Bay Village.)
While disappointed the project hasn’t been killed, we’re pleased at the “no-portal” study requirement,
since an analysis of this option will show it to be only marginally less absurd than the Gravinas
Bridge in Alaska, the infamous “bridge to nowhere.”

I don’t mean the points above to sound gloomy, but rather to point out the need for continued
involvement from Bay Village residents.  While I’m heartened by the active involvement of the 
members of our Executive Board and other volunteers, I am still concerned about several issues 
that suggest many residents feel disconnected from the BVNA:

•  The ratio of complaints about “things the BVNA must do” now relative to the number of people
offering to help appears to be 
increasing substantially. Many of
these complaints come from folks who
haven’t joined the BVNA, but 
somehow expect the work to be done
without supporting the organization.

•  Lastly, our membership numbers
have increased marginally, but at 250 
members, we’re still well below our
peak.  The greater our numbers the
more seriously we are taken by bar
owners, developers, and politicians.
I’ve said it before, but if there’s some-
thing keeping folks from joining, we
really would rather know.  Drop me a
note.  Even better, come to any of our
meetings, which are all open to resi-
dents, and make your opinion known.

Note from your Editor,
Kathleen McDermott

I hope you enjoy this Newsletter.  Thanks
to everyone who contributed articles, 
photos, information, and advice, including
Becca Blumm, Mark Slater, Jo Campbell,
John Shope, Francine Pilgrim, China
Altman, Eric Greimann, Bill Nigreen,
Shirley Thorne, Sue Buta, Mary Teeven,
Alon Munzer, June McCourt, Jim
McCormick, Daniel Krulewitch, Matt
Moffatt, Rocque Dion, Rae Yoon, Neal
Siskind, Derek Cavanaugh, Briana Lund,
Sarah Herlihy, Beth Terry, Rachel Miller
Munzer, Bill Thibodeau, Ann Gulesian,
Ruth Knopf, Len Phillips.

I invite you to use this Newsletter as a forum to tell your Bay Village story.  Photos
are welcome, or email me and I’ll come by and take a snap.  
kathleenmcd@hautehistory.com

My hat is made from 
Mary Teeven ’s 
(Fayette Street) 

mother’s beautiful 
Persian lamb stole, 

ca. 1950.
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Thanks to everyone who volunteered to hang up wreaths and
set up the Bay Village holiday trees (and then, in February,
took everything down): Steve Dunwell, Rocque Dion, Stan

Sharenson, Betsy Roxby, Judy Komarow, Barbara
Gaffney, Len Phillips, Keith Gnoza, Bernice Broyde, Paul

and Sarah Joy Buta, Ben Beck, Francine Pilgrim,
Maureen and Glenn Wattley, Doug Hill, George Moccia,

Carol Carlson, Carl-Isaak and Nathanael Krulewitch, Mary
Darmstaetter, Jorge Russell, Tim Kacich, Stephanie

Howard, Mary-Beth Carney, John Shope, Mark Slater,
Tom Bures, Jo Campbell, Tom Kauycheck, 

Domenic Mastrototaro. 

Thanks to Jo Campbell and the Beautification Committee for
making the arrangements with our neighborhood florist, 
GT Florist on Charles Street South, for all the wreaths 
and what many agreed was the perfect holiday tree.

Bay Village Celebrates the Holidays, 2006.

Lots of neighbors gathered at the Bay Village Garden 
to deck Bay Village with 170 wreaths. 

From left: Glenn Wattley , Winchester Street, 
Stan Sharenson, Church Street, Rocque Dion , Church Street,

Judy Komarow, Melrose Street, 
and Betsy Roxby , Fayette Street.

Above, from left, BVNA President Mark
Slater of Melrose Street and 

Len Phillips and Jean Quintal,
both Winchester Street.  

Bhamati Viswanathan , Melrose Street,
Doug Hill, George Moccia ,

and John Cerone , all Fayette Street.

Ben Beck , Melrose Street, 
Jill and Tim Kacich , Church Street, 

and Bill Nigreen , Fayette Street.

From left, 
Francine Pilgrim,
Fayette Street and 

Jo Campbell, 
Church Street.

Special thanks to Bob Hannaford and
Sean Newell at M.J. O’Connor’s for 

hosting the annual Bay Village 
holiday party.  Photos of 

Bay Village revelers below.



4Joseph H.B. Edwards, 1920-2006
by June McCourt , Piedmont Street.  

Joe Edwards may not be known to many now living in Bay Village, but for
long-time residents, his wonderful friendship and valuable contributions to this
neighborhood during some very difficult times will always be remembered.

Joe and Mary Edwards came to Bay Village to live at 52 Fayette Street in the
late 1960s and fell in love with the neighborhood.  Joe stayed until some time
after Mary’s death in 1991, spending time between Bay Village and
Barnstable, two places he loved dearly, until his health forced him to sell the
Fayette Street house.  Joe passed away peacefully in his Barnstable home 
on October 6th, 2006, in his 87th year.  

And so, in this article, as a tribute to the many years he shared with us, I
would like to remember, with affection and gratitude, some of the many 
contributions of a good friend and neighbor.

Joe and Mary involved themselves in the community as soon as they moved here.  A Harvard graduate and part-
ner at the law firm of Bingham, Dana & Gould, Joe was slightly more senior and informed than some of us
already involved with BVNA.  One of his early tasks was to execute our first set of 
legally binding by-laws, modeled on the principles of municipal townships.  Our general meetings on tough issues
(of which we had many) were based on an open, town hall-style meeting, which he believed was the democratic
way to go. He also initiated the move to make us an historic district and acted as Treasurer. Both Joe and Mary 
contributed hands-on labor at many Bay Village Street Fairs. 

Through the early 1970s, Joe steered us through the most pressing issue confronting the survival of the 
neighborhood—the escalating conflict between the residential community and our two notorious bars, Jacque’s
and The Other Side, Boston’s first disco.  They operated across from each other on Broadway, creating a 
dangerous and violent nightime atmosphere. 

In 1976-1977, Joe became BVNA president and dealt with the time-consuming and never-ending legal matters of
our by-then seven-year struggle to get relief from the bar situation.  There were several appeals, including 
bankruptcy filings by the bar owners, which followed the closing of The Other Side and reduction of Jacque’s
operating hours.  We won some proceedings and lost some and then finally won.  The owners had deep 
pockets to defend themselves against a fledgling neighborhood group.  But we had Joe pro bono for the most part
and he was passionate in defense of his new neighborhood.

The neighborhood was resting a little easier towards the fall of 1977, or so I thought when I agreed to become
president for 1977-78.  The calm was short-lived.  One night, a bag of trash was set afire on my doorstep.  Shortly
after that incident, The Other Side re-opened as a juice bar because the owners found a loophole in the licensing
laws.  It became an all-night destination for unpleasnt activities and once again, the neighborhood became inun-
dated with cars, limos, and loud crowds coming and going at all hours.  Winchester Street’s Len and Ann Phillips
remember calling Joe and telling him what was going on.  He didn’t quite believe them until he came and hung
out of their window for several hours late one night.

By now the Mayor and the Police Department had plenty of evidence from our previous hearings that this situation
was untenable for both the city and our neighborhood.  A public nuisance case was brought by the Massachusetts
Attorney General’s Office and supported by the Boston Police Department.  In the following summer of 1978, the
case came to trial and some of us spent weeks in court.  Joe had done an immense amount of work in 
preparation.  It was our good fortune to have Assistant District Attorney Tim O’Neill prosecute the case.  Tim and
Joe sat side-by-side throughout most of the six-week ordeal, ending with a win for the DA’s office and Bay Village.

(Turn to page 11.)

Joe Edwards, 80 years old 
at the time this picture was taken,

rows out to his sailboat in
Barnstable Harbor.  
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2006-2007 BVNA OFFICERS

AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President: Mark Slater
Senior Vice President:  Doug Fiebelkorn
Vice President: Neal Siskind
Archives: Jean Yee Quintal 
Co-Beautification: Jo Campbell 
Co-Beautification and Liaison to Friends of Bay 

Village Parks, Inc.: Shirley Thorne
Co-Traffic/City Services:  Jim McCormick, Sarah Herlihy
Communications: Kathleen McDermott
Community Relations: Jo Campbell
Social/Membership: Rocque Dion, Mary Teeven
Recorder: Michael Rosenzweig
Registrar: Doug Hill
Co-School Liaison: Sue Buta, Shirley Thorne
Co-Crime: Chris Goddu, Emily Kemp
Co-Licensing: Len Phillips, Neal Siskind
Co-Planning: Francine Pilgrim, Tom Bures
Treasurer: George Moccia
Website: Chris Gorglione
Co-Fundraising: Betsy Roxby, Nancy Morrisroe
Groundwater: Iain Webb  
Silver Line: Dana Masterpolo
At Large: Barbara Gaffney, John Shope , Brian
Boisvert, China Altman, Becca Blumm, Bruce Steeves,
Melissa Parente, Judy Komarow, Gaye Bok .

Coming in from the storm to celebrate with Rachel and Alon Munzer :  from
left, Myles and Neal Siskind , Fayette Street, Rachel, John Kessen , Bill

Nigreen , Fayette Street, Alon, and Andy F., Melrose Street.

Dear Bay Village Friends: 

Thank you for your support
through the past two years.  And
thank you to those of you who
trudged through the Valentine’s

Day storm to celebrate our 
second anniversary with us.  We 
certainly understand why some of

you couldn't make it!

As for an update on The Village
Table - we are still patiently waiting

for the landlord to complete his
settlement with the former
tenant so that the space is 

available for us. 

We appreciate your interest, 
and will keep you informed 
of any new developments.  

Rachel and Alon.

Rachel reports that a Melrose Street neighbor
recently brought in an ostrich egg for a custom-

made lunch. “Alon made a giant fried egg, with a
nice big blueberry pancake on the side,   

and we all had delicious ostrich egg 
and bacon sandwiches for lunch.”

Rachel’s Kitchen Turns Two!



THE BAY VILLAGE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
by Ruth Knopf , Fayette Street.

Residents of Bay Village are fortunate to live in a charming 
neighborhood with an unusual mix of architectural styles that
attests to the history of the development of this section of Boston,
beginning early in the nineteenth century.      

In order to preserve the character of this unique area, the Bay
Village Neighborhood Association sought to protect the 
neighborhood by having it designated an historic district, an act
enabled by the Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40C of
1960; Chapter 772 of the Acts of 1975 and the City of Boston
Code, Title 7, as amended in 1983.  The actual designation of the
Bay Village Historic District Commission can be found in the City
of Boston Ordinances, Title 7, Chapter 4, dated June 30, 1983,
and effective July 30, 1983.  

The intent to have Bay Village designated as an historic district
was not to freeze the appearance of the neighborhood to a 
certain point in time, but rather to guide the inevitable changes to
buildings, keeping them sensitive to the architectural character of
the area and to avoid incompatible architectural elements. It must be noted that not all changes are
under the complete control of the commission or the building owners, due to city-imposed building
code  enforcement and certain safety requirements.  

The standards and criteria of an historic district serve two purposes:  to inform property owners of
the kinds of external changes permitted in the district and to guide commission members in deciding
what proposed changes are  permissible.  Therefore, property owners are required to petition the
Bay Village Historic District Commission when making any exterior changes to their property that are
visible from a public way.  Applications, which are available at the Department of the Environment at
City Hall and describe proposed changes, are reviewed by the Commission and recommendations
are made by the Commissioners prior to the commencement of any actual work.   

In order to provide a variety of expertise, the Commission is composed of members and alternates
appointed by the City of Boston.  They typically represent several of the following groups - Historic
New England, Boston Landmarks Commission, Boston Society of Architects, Greater Boston Real
Estate Board, and residents.  

It is the goal of the Commissioners to work diligently to create a partnership with the neighborhood to
preserve the flavor of the area as well as to guide property owners to mutually successful 
solutions as they repair, refurbish, and maintain their property.  If you need more information about
the application process, please contact William Young, Senior Preservation Planner for the City of
Boston at 617-635-3850 or william.young@ci.boston.ma.us.

Current members of the Bay Village Historic District Commission are:  Mark Stevens, Sally
Withington , and Ruth Knopf; George Moccia and Kathleen McDermott , alternates.

Bay Village property owners 
are required to petition before making

any exterior exterior changes to 
their property that are visible 

from a public way.
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THREE GREAT WAYS TO GET

INVOLVED AND HELP OUR

NEIGHBORHOOD

1. Join BVNA - Your dues help in
many ways, such as dealing with crime,

improving our quality of life, 
beautification, social activities

(membership form is on Page 12 or
www.bayvillage.net/join).

2. Volunteer - Throughout the year we
ask neighbors to help with clean-up

days, wreath hangings, and caring for
our parks. There are also many things
that can be done from home so you

won't need to attend meetings 
or come to events.

3. Write to the Mayor and City
Councilors and attend public meetings

of the Historic District Commission, 
the Licensing Board, 

the Zoning Board of Appeal, to make
sure our neighborhood is represented.

To get involved, drop an email to 
BVNA President Mark Slater at

markslater@alum.mit.edu or call the
BVNA hotline at 617-542-BVNA

and leave a message 
for your area of interest. 

Together we make things better!

PLEASE REPORT ILLEGALLY

PARKED, NON-RESIDENT CARS

The Traffic and Parking Department 
has a special “enforcement line” 

to report illegally parked, non-resident cars.  
If a resident reports an illegally parked car,

and can describe the exact location 
and make of the vehicle, 
the Department will call a 

nearby Meter Maid/Man on a cell phone 
to ticket the illegal car--ASAP!

The “enforcement line” is 617-635-3125. 

THE BAY VILLAGE NEWS

AVAILABLE ON LINE

The Bay Village News is published four times a year 
by BVNA.  Full-color versions of the newsletter 

(past issues go back to 1998) are available 
at the BVNA website, www.bayvillage.net.

CARPENTER-POET LIVES IN BAY VILLAGE

Bill Thibodeau , Fayette Street, 
is a carpenter who works in 

Bay Village and the South End.

He is also a poet whose works
are inspired by his travels, 

the sea and boats, 
daily reflections, and nature. 

Bill and his fellow members of
the Jamaica Plain Carpenter

Poets Council (so-called
because they meet monthly in a

JP pub) have received lots of 
publicity lately, ranging from The
Boston Globe, National Public

Radio, and USA Today.

His book of collected poems, American Idol, is available at
the Grolier Poetry Bookshop in Harvard Square 

or by contacting Bill at wthibodeau40@hotmail.com.

With his permission, we offer you one of his poems:

Grace

What do I say when I meet grace on the street

With her little brown shoes

And her great sad blue eyes

What do I say as she walks past my beat

With a wide holy smile

On a fragile round face

As I watch from my sun glass disguise?

April is National Poetry Month.



PLANNING COMMITTEE NOTES
by Francine Pilgrim (pellpro@aol.com).

The BVNA Planning and Executive
Committees approved a change in the 

conditional use variance to allow a Lord's
& Lady's hair salon/school to be 

established at 108-112 Arlington Street, 
subject to a 15 point agreement.  Key

issues addressed include:

1.   Operating hour and noise
restrictions.

2.   Lighting and signage must be 
approved by the BVNA.

3.   All deliveries and trash pickups on 
Arlington Street.

4.   Placement of roof mechanicals must 
be approved by Bay Village.

5.   No resident parking permits to 
students.

6.   Adequate ventilation, odor control, 
and exhaust systems.

A salon, which would be open to the
public, is proposed for the street level.

A beauty school would 
operate on the top floors; 

business classes would also be held. 

The school could be open eight hours a
day, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Eighty 

students could be enrolled in the school. 

New windows will be installed in the
building and general repair and 

renovation will occur.  Except for the new
roof mechanicals, the building will not

change from its present exterior. 

BVNA Planning Committee meetings are held the
last Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. 

at the Boston Renaissance Charter School, 
250 Stuart Street.
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GREENSPACE NEWS 
from Friends of Bay Village Parks

by Shirley Thorne .

The Friends of Elliot Norton Park and Bay Village
Parks met on January 29 at the Melrose Street

home of Shirley Thorne to discuss future plans for
all the parks here in Bay Village.  

We recently received a $25,000 grant 
administered by the BRA as a result of negotiations

over the Clarendon Project. 

To continue maintenance of the parks and develop a
larger base of active members, a committee was

formed and is being led by Jo Campbell .
The committee will review the by-laws,

recommend a slate of officers,
and determine use of the grant funds.

Officer positions up for election next year are:  
President, Treasurer, Clerk, and Gardener.  

If you are interested in participating as a volunteer 
or officer, please contact Shirley at 617-426-6365. 

Brownies Girl Scouts News

The eleven Brownies in Troop #9258, which meets in Bay
Village, held a fundraiser in December at the Grow Clinic at
Boston Medical Center and raised $166 for warm hats and

mittens for kids that are "failing to thrive."

We truly appreciate those in Bay Village 
who allowed us to wrap their gifts!

Our Brownies recently sold almost 2,000 boxes of Girl Scout
Activities, allowing us to do special programs at the Museum

of Science and Girl Scout Council, and go camping. 

I can still get cookies if you contact me by March 6.  
E-mail Sarah Joy Buta at sue@buta.org

or call 617-482-2482.



TASTY TIDBITS:  FUN, SMALL BITS OF NEWS

Fayette Street’s Carol Carlson recently accepted a position as Volunteer Coordinator at the
Harvard Museum of Natural History.  She will focus on increasing community involvement in
Museum operations and would be delighted to engage Bay Villagers as volunteers.  Email her at
ccarlson@oeb.harvard.edu.  Church Street poodle Gucci
celebrated his seventh birthday with friends and donations to his
favorite charity, Poodle Rescue of New England.  Roger
Lyonnais , Gucci’s best buddy and former longtime Fayette

Street resident, attended the
festivities.  Fayette Street’s
John Shope reports that he
won a trial in the Superior
Court's Business Litigation
Session, defeating a municipal
utility suit for over $40 million.
Steve Sampang , John’s 
partner, received a master's
degree in nursing from the
prestigious MGH Institute of
Health Professions.  Wedding
bells will be ringing this year 
and next for two couples on
Fayette Street!  Briana Lund
recently became engaged to
Xander Thuijs , and they are
planning a wedding in Houston,
Briana’s hometown.  Beth Terry
and Brendan Greeley took a
December trip to Denmark
where they got engaged; they
are planning a May 2008 
wedding in Maryland. 

Do you like Tasty Tidbits?
Would you like to see more? 

Send us yours for the 
next issue.

No “bit” too small!
Email me at

kathleenmcd@att.net
with short news items 

or photos about 
weddings, new babies, 
new neighbors, pets, 
life transitions, and 

any other 
notable developments.
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Olive , Melrose Street’s new corgi,
poses proudly in the home 

she shares with Matt Moffat 
and Jim McCormick. 

Fayette Street’s
John Fabiano and Derek Cavanaugh

married on September 30 
at the seaside in Prides Crossing.
Following a reception on the North

Shore, the party adjourned to 
Rustic Kitchen on Stuart Street 

where all were warmly welcomed. 

John and Derek are looking to buy a
2+ bedroom condo in Bay Village; 

contact: hartstreet@msn.com.

Jonathan Wilson and Teigue Thomas
with their two children, Spencer and
Zackary . Teigue was a past BVNA

president and Jonathan was extremely
active in the neighborhood when they

lived here.  They now live in 
San Clemente, California.

Welcoming 
new arrivals 
on Fayette

Street! 

Left: Myles
Siskind with
baby sister,

Alana .

Right: Kendall
Yoon holds
baby brother

Brady .



TRAFFIC AND CITY SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT
by Sarah Herlihy , Piedmont Street.

Traffic and City Services Committee co-chairs Sarah Herlihy (sbherlihy@yahoo.com)
and Jim McCormick (jamesdmccormick@comcast.net) have been collecting 
information on the condition of Bay Village’s historic brick sidewalks and tree 
enclosures.  Residents of Bay Village should report any loose or uneven brick to the 
co-chairs.  Come Spring, the Committee will work with the City and BVNA to address
some of the more serious sidewalk and tree enclosure issues.

The City recently replaced and repaired a number of gas lights in Bay Village.  While our
lights should be shining brighter, a recent Boston Globe article highlighted the difficulty
that the City faces in locating replacement parts for our historic gas lights.  The City is
working on the problem, and, in the interim, please report dim or broken lights to the
City (www.cityofboston.gov/mayor/24/ asp or the Mayor’s 24 hotline: 617-635-4500) or
your co-chairs.  For safety’s sake, remember to keep your front light on, as well!

The recent ice storm and the resulting slippery conditions in our neighborhood provide a
good opportunity to remind Bay Village residents of City’s regulations regarding snow
removal, as well as some “neighborly” ideas:

*  It is the responsibility of all Bay Village residents and business owners to
make sure the sidewalks adjacent to their homes and businesses are passable within
three hours of the end of any snow storm.  Hundreds of fines were issued during the
recent snow/ice storm.

*  Resident parking stickers must be visible within 24 hours of the end of a
storm.

*  While not required, shoveling out fire hydrants, catch basins, ramps, and
curbs in the vicinity of your home or business improves safety for everyone.

*  Bay Villagers pride themselves on their sense of community.  If you have a
neighbor who is elderly or on vacation, consider shoveling their sidewalk.  It’s a 
neighborly gesture that will keep everyone safe.  For more information, the City has a
helpful guide to winter weather on its website, www.cityofboston.gov/snow/winter.asp.

It is just a couple of months before our Spring Clean-Up when we’ll get rid of all the salt
that’s been dumped on Bay Village.  The preliminary date is set for Saturday, April 28.
Look for details in your e-mail and on the notice board in the Bay Village Garden!  
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TRASH RULES AND VIOLATIONS

Regular Trash Pick-Up for Fayette, Melrose, Jefferson, Church, Winchester, South Cedar Way,
Piedmont, Shawmut, and Broadway:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday; Recycling Day is Friday.  

Trash Pick-Up for Arlington, Cortes, and Isabella:  Monday and Thursday; 
Recycling Day is Monday.

City regulations prohibit putting out trash before 5 p.m. the day before trash day.  Use large, tightly-tied 2-mil
plastic bags rather than open paper bags.  It’s best to put trash out the morning of pick-up to reduce the

potential for garbage to spill out on the sidewalk and for rats to have a picnic.  

If a neighbor puts out trash too early or on the wrong day, or if there is an unsanitary situation, 
drop a line to trash@bayvillage.net and call ISD Code Enforcement at 617-635-4896.

They will send an inspector and issue a violation.  The fines for overflowing residential trash is $50 
and residential trash put out too early, or on the wrong day, will result in a $25 fine.  

POSSIBLE NEW
PARKING PLACE

FOR TOUR BUSES 

BVNA President Mark
Slater and Bay Village
News editor Kathleen

McDermott met recently
with managers of Blue

Man Group, Shear
Madness, and the

Charles Playhouse,
along with City of Boston
Neighborhood Services

Liaison Meghan
Haggerty and officials

from the Boston
Transportation
Department.  

All parties expressed
their commitment 

to end bus idling on 
Charles Street South. 

As a result of this 
meeting, BTD may soon
identify a new parking
place for tour buses 
serving these shows.

BTD also will be posting
“no idling” signs on

Charles Street South.



Joe Edwards Remembered, cont’d.

As prepared and dedicated as Tim was, he would later say he was in awe of Joe’s invaluable, detailed briefs and 
his devotion to Bay Village.  

In writing this article, I have been thinking so much about Joe and remember his mannerisms and image so vividly. He
had a deerstalker hat he loved to wear and a habit of clearing his throat before giving a point of argument, whether
addressing a public hearing or having a living room discussion among friends.  He would also touch his hand to the top
of his head in a quizzical pose in thinking through a discussion topic.  There was always plenty of debate and 
opinion in conversation with Joe, but it was also laced with humor. 

Marcia Weatherbee , of Fayette Street, remembers him as a “lovable curmudgeon and a great friend who made a 
dynamite pizza from scratch.”  Joe was one of Marcia’s frequent customers at “The Meeting Place,” now Rachel’s
Kitchen and, in fact, drew up the agreement for the cafe’s operation with the abutters and BVNA.  

Ed Wadsworth , also Fayette Street, was at Bingham, Dana & Gould with Joe and recalled with amusement how Joe
handled the more senior partners at the firm.  In particular, he remembered a time when Joe returned to the office from a
long week on an out-of-town case.  He was confronted with a big and difficult client pushing for an all-weekend grind.  At
four p.m. on Friday afternoon, Joe ceremoniously slammed his briefcase shut and announced he was off to a Harvard
football game.   

That was Joe—you knew where you stood at all times and it was always delivered with a wonderful, somewhat mischie-
vous smile.  His engaging character is sadly gone from us now but his legacy remains rich in the history of Bay Village.  

We extend our sincere condolences to his family.

Bay Villager Fosters Troubled Cat; 
Adoption and Fostering Opportunities at ARL

by China Altman, Melrose Street.

In recent weeks I've been taking care of Lii Lii, the most withdrawn and frightened cat I've
encountered in my years of intermittent fostering for the Animal Rescue League. 

Two years old and weighing only six pounds at first, Lii Lii has half-long dark hair with 
golden orangey colors appearing as flecks or shadows. She has a silken black nose and
beside it one orange spot about the size of a nickel.  Her left front paw is beautifully orange. 

Lii Lii seemed to be paralyzed by terror, although her story is unclear. I allowed her to stay
undisturbed for several days in the warm hiding places I arranged for her as I mulled about
what to do. One day I plucked her from a hiding place by using the "scruffing" hold of a
mother cat, swaddled her loosely in a soft blankie, and sat quietly with her in my lap as I
watched TV.  It went well and I continued this "therapy" every day. She purrs and kneads
and can be held like this for hours. 

At first she went back to frozen when blankie time was over.  But I began to see subtle easings in her daily life: I found
her lying on her side instead of hunched, her ears stood up instead of being flattened on her head, she peered for a
few seconds from a hiding place, she ate when I was in the room. Now she hasn't been in the hunched frozen position
for about three weeks. 

She has reacted amazingly to my friend Eric Greimann ; when he holds her in blankie therapy she purrs, kneads,
stretches, and extends her head to be caressed (see photo above right).  I named her Lii Lii (“Lee Lee”) because I
wanted her--after such a tough time for a large portion of her young life--always to be called and addressed with a soft
and caressing sound. 

Patience and consistency is needed as she slowly unfolds into the cat she was meant to be.  Although fostering Lii Lii
has been profoundly rewarding for me, I cannot take her permanently -- nor can Eric.  She needs to find a home. 

For more information about Lii Lii, contact Melissa Cox: (617) 226-5634, mcox@arlboston.org at the Animal Rescue
League.  I would be glad to talk about her:  617-728-3652, china.altman@verizon.net.  The League is near us at the
corner of Tremont and Chandler.  

Volunteering can be done with cats, dogs, rabbits, hamsters, and more:  www.arlboston.org/Main/volunteer.aspx.
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Bay Village Neighborhood Association Membership Application
Name:_________________________________Telephone: (home)_______________(work)______________ 
E-mail  address:______________________________  
Street address:__________________________________________________________Unit/Apartment#:________

Membership runs from July 1 through June 30.  Members will be asked to renew every July 1.

Type of Membership: Interests:
Individual $ 10.00 __ Beautification __ City Services
Family $ 15.00 __ Fundraising __ Archives
Business $ 50.00 __ Social Activities __ Membership
Senior $   5.00 __ Communications __ Planning/Zoning
Student $   5.00 __ Public Relations __ Licensing
Donations $_________________ __Crime Prevention __ Website
If you chose Family membership,  please list individual family members below:
_________________________________________________________________________________________          
* Mail membership form to Registrar P.O. Box 1296, Back Bay Annex, Boston, MA 02117.
The By-laws of the Association limit VOTING membership to residents and/or owners of property within Bay Village.  Anyone
can join as a non-voting member!

PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG!

Bay Village is a very dog-friendly neighborhood but we
have a major problem that needs to be addressed.

Certain resident dog owners do NOT pick up after their
dogs.  They are rude, irresponsible dog 

people who give all caring pet owners a bad reputation.
They are repeat offenders who soil flower beds, tree

pits, sidewalks, even the dog park!

If you have any suggestions on how to get rude, 
uncaring people to act responsibly, please leave 

a message on the BVNA hotline (617-542-BVNA).

Remember, it is not the dog, it is the person 
on the other end of the leash that is the problem.

Help keep Bay Village the best neighborhood in Boston.

Holiday Baked Goods 
Delivered to Fire Station

Rocque Dion, Jo Campbell , and
Gucci , all of Church Street, delivered
a basket of homemade baked goods

to our fire-fighting friends at the
“Broadway Station,” Engine 7, 

Ladder 17, Car 4, at the corner of
Isabella Street and Columbus Ave.  

Thanks to Bay Village bakers 
Jo, Bette Greene , Church Street,
Eric Cordes, David Gural , and

Christine Colley , all Melrose Street
and Leslie Colburn , Church Street.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS UPDATE
by Jo Campbell, Church Street, jocopley7@aol.com, 617-482-7518.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Be a volunteer!  Spring is coming, flowers will be
blooming!  If you have a green thumb--and even if you

don't but would like to get involved in the parks and
garden that Bay Village cares for--volunteer a

little time.  Thirty minutes, sixty minutes--
whatever you can spare.  Once a week 
or once a month.  Just DO it, it’s fun!

CHECK OUR

COMMUNITY BULLETIN

BOARD !

Notices regarding all important 
community issues and meetings 

are always posted on the 
bulletin board 

at the Bay Village Garden 
(corner of Melrose 

and Church Streets).  
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visit us at  

304 Stuart Street € Boston

phone 617.542.7200  fax 617.542.7220

291 Devonshire Street € Boston

phone 617.482.1112  fax 617.482.1115

www.vigaeatery.com

i ta l ian
eatery & caterer

GRAFFITI REPORTING

The City of Boston's website for 
reporting graffiti for removal from public 
buildings, mailboxes, light poles, etc., is

www.cityofboston.gov/graffitibusters.
It is a simple matter of completing the form
and sending an email.  The City responds

quickly.  Property owners must also complete
a property owner waiver form, available at 

www.cityofboston.gov/graffitibusters/
agreement.asp.



Smith and Wollensky 
BOSTON

101 Arlington Street
Boston, MA  02116

617-423-1112

Open for Lunch Monday through Friday,
11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Dinner, Sunday to Thursday, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m.
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WHERE EVENINGS OUT
BECOME MEMORABLE TIMES

You sense it whenever you join us: the lively spirits
of people enjoying the best in contemporary 

steakhouse dining. And the feeling only grows as
the evening unfolds.

The steaks, featuring aged prime beef, are fresh-
cut daily and flavorful. Entrees of pork, chicken and

seafood are equally inspired. Salads and sides 
are generous.  Desserts indulge.

And everything from the innovative wine list to the
open stylish atmosphere invites the best of times,

and an evening out you won’t soon forget.

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar 
217 Stuart Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116
Reservations: (617) 292-0808

Lunch, Monday through Saturday, 11:30 to 3,
Sunday Brunch, 11:30 to 3, Dinner, Sunday through

Thursday, 5 to 11, Friday and Saturday, 5 to 12.

617-267-4810; One Charles Street South
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Please support our advertisers, and let them
know you saw their ad in The Bay Village News.
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123 Stuart Street, Boston, MA 02116
Ph: 617-367-8742, Fax: 617-367-8745

Your neighborhood restaurant serving 
authentic Indian cuisine.

Supporting Bay Village and all your real estate needs.

To our readers:  
We appreciate the support 

of our advertisers.
We hope you’ll support them in return.

To place an ad, call (617) 542-BVNA. 

Advertisers, please email 
your ad copy 
in .jpg or PDF 

format to kathleenmcd@att.net.

J.F. White Contracting Company 
supports 

Bay Village.



CALL 911 WHENEVER YOU SEE SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Whenever you see any suspicious activity (that may be someone sitting on a front stoop engaging in drug 
consumption or someone walking up and down the street looking out of place), call 911 and report it.  

The police may not respond immediately, but they will respond eventually 
and that will mean more of a police presence in our neighborhood.

Police coverage in Boston is determined by the level of 911 calls, so don’t hesitate to report any problems.
The police cannot be in our neighborhood 24/7, but we are.

We need to take responsibility for our neighborhood.  

One of our local officers is Ramadani Abdul-Aziz -- say hello when you see him and offer him a cup of 
coffee.  It’s nice to let him know we appreciate his presence.  As always, please e-mail BVNA

Crime Committee Chair Chris Goddu with any questions and concerns: crime@bayvillage.net.

Park Square, 210 Stuart Street
Boston, MA 02116 - Ph. 617-423-5700

www.rustickitchen.biz

Handmade pastas 
and artisan breads 

made fresh daily...
Italian favorites 

from our wood oven...
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