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President’s Letter
by Mark Slater .

My gift to the neighborhood
in this issue is a short letter.
For the first time in several
years, we have not faced a
licensing, planning or Silver
Line crisis in Bay Village, which is a welcome
respite for a neighborhood that often feels
like it is under siege. While it would be nice
to think these problems have gone away,
unfortunately they haven't.

1. Our proximity to the Theater District and
the refusal of some local establishments to
acknowledge that they operate within a
residential neighborhood means that we will
have to continue to be vigilant and insist that
bars live up to their requirements under
Boston Licensing Board rules. Still, we are
thankful for the many nearby establishments
that operate responsibly, add to the fun of
living in Bay Village, and have been
wonderful neighbors.

(Cont'd. following page.)
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NEIGHBORHOOD YARD SALE,
SATURDAY, MAY 19!

RAIN DATE SuUNDAY, May 20.

Dig out your excess treasures
and get ready to sell, sell, sell!

We plan to set up on the sidewalks outside our houses,
but we may also designate a central
location for those who want to do some
neighborly socializing while taking care of business.

Participation as a seller requires
a contribution of $10 per household.

The money will go towards advertising the event
in the local newspapers for two weeks prior
(we paid $120 two years ago), and possibly towards a
pizza-and-soda lunch in the Bay Village Garden.
Any money left over will be either returned to those
who contributed or given to the BVNA treasury.
If participants want to contribute a percentage
of their day's profits to the BVNA,
that gesture would be much appreciated.

To be included in the yard sale, call either Len

Phillips (at home at 617-426-1762 until 9 p.m. or during

the day Tuesday through Friday at 617-492-0600),
or Jo-Ann Ross (at 617-482-3032 until 10 p.m.).

Alternatively, you can slip a note with your name,

address, and phone number and ten dollars through the

mail slot at 14 Winchester Street or 23 Fayette Street.

Please let us know by April 1 (no fooling!),
So we get a sense of what the numbers might be.

Call Len or Jo-Ann if you have any ideas
to advance this project.

More details as we get closer to the date.
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President’s Letter, continued. >

2. Stuart Street, which forms our northern border and is the principal pedestrian entrance to Bay
Village, is simultaneously ripe for much-needed redevelopment and susceptible to unfortunate
over-development. The BRA is moving forward with its promised study of zoning along Stuart Street
in the wake of the offensively overbuilt Clarendon project, and we will have to strongly (but politely)
make our case for developments that serve the needs of all city residents and add to, rather than
diminish from, the unique charms of America’s only walking city. The BVNA has always
distinguished itself by engaging in productive dialogue that recognizes the economic and other con-
straints developers operate under, and while we don’t always get all we want, we have done well so
far.

3. The Silver Line, alas, continues to move ahead despite its many and manifest failings as a
credible transportation solution for an urban environment. Congressman Capuano continues to
champion this bus solution in the face of overwhelming resident opposition across the length of the
route; the sheer number of construction jobs (the major point of building a bus route, as it requires a
tunnel size four times as great as rail) means there is tremendous political pressure to dig sooner
rather than later. That's the bad news: it's not going to go away, despite its failure as a bona fide
transportation solution. The good news is that our continued pressure and the excellent efforts of
our State Representative, Speaker of the House Sal DiMasi, have resulted in the MBTA being
required to investigate a no-portal option. (The portal is the part to be built through Bay Village.)
While disappointed the project hasn’t been killed, we're pleased at the “no-portal” study requirement,
since an analysis of this option will show it to be only marginally less absurd than the Gravinas
Bridge in Alaska, the infamous “bridge to nowhere.”

| don’t mean the points above to sound gloomy, but rather to point out the need for continued
involvement from Bay Village residents. While I'm heartened by the active involvement of the
members of our Executive Board and other volunteers, | am still concerned about several issues
that suggest many residents feel disconnected from the BVNA:

» The ratio of complaints about “things the BVNA must do” now relative to the number of people
offering to help appears to be
increasing substantially. Many of
these complaints come from folks who
haven't joined the BVNA, but
somehow expect the work to be done
without supporting the organization.

Note from your Editor,
Kathleen McDermott

I hope you enjoy this Newsletter. Thanks
to everyone who contributed articles,
photos, information, and advice, including
Becca Blumm, Mark Slater, Jo Campbell,
John Shope, Francine Pilgrim, China
Altman, Eric Greimann, Bill Nigreen,
Shirley Thorne, Sue Buta, Mary Teeven,

* Lastly, our membership numbers
have increased marginally, but at 250
members, we're still well below our

Alon Munzer, June McCourt, Jim My hat is made from peak. The greater our numbers the
McCormick, Daniel Krulewitch, Matt Mary Teeven's .

Moffatt, Rocque Dion, Rae Yoon, Neal (Fayette Street) more seriously we are taken,t,)y, bar
Siskind, Derek Cavanaugh, Briana Lund, mother’s beautiful owners, developers, and politicians.
Sarah Herlihy, Beth Terry, Rachel Miller Persian lamb stole, I've said it before, but if there’s some-
Munzer, Bill Thibodeau, Ann Gulesian, ca. 1950. thing keeping folks from joining, we
Ruth Knopf, Len Phillips. really would rather know. Drop me a
| invite you to use this Newsletter as a forum to tell your Bay Village story. Photos note. Even better’ come to any of our
are welcome, or email me and I'll come by and take a snap. . . .
kathleenmcd@hautehistory.com meetings, which are all open to resi-

dents, and make your opinion known.




Bay Village Celebrates the Holidays, 2006.

Special thanks to Bob Hannaford and
Sean Newell at M.J. O’Connor’s for
hosting the annual Bay Village
holiday party. Photos of
Bay Village revelers below.

Above, from left, BVNA President Mark
Slater of Melrose Street and
Len Phillips and Jean Quintal,
both Winchester Street.

Bhamati Viswanathan , Melrose Street,
Doug Hill, George Moccia |,
and John Cerone , all Fayette Street.

Ben Beck , Melrose Street,
Jill and Tim Kacich , Church Street,
and Bill Nigreen , Fayette Street.

Lots of neighbors gathered at the Bay Village Garden
to deck Bay Village with 170 wreaths.

From left: Glenn Wattley , Winchester Street,
Stan Sharenson, Church Street, Rocque Dion , Church Street,
Judy Komarow, Melrose Street,
and Betsy Roxby , Fayette Street.

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to hang up wreaths and
set up the Bay Village holiday trees (and then, in February,
took everything down): Steve Dunwell, Rocque Dion, Stan

Sharenson, Betsy Roxby, Judy Komarow, Barbara
Gaffney, Len Phillips, Keith Gnoza, Bernice Broyde, Paul
and Sarah Joy Buta, Ben Beck, Francine Pilgrim,
Maureen and Glenn Wattley, Doug Hill, George Moccia,
Carol Carlson, Carl-lsaak and Nathanael Krulewitch, Mary
Darmstaetter, Jorge Russell, Tim Kacich, Stephanie
Howard, Mary-Beth Carney, John Shope, Mark Slater,
Tom Bures, Jo Campbell, Tom Kauycheck,
Domenic Mastrototaro.

Thanks to Jo Campbell and the Beautification Committee for
making the arrangements with our neighborhood florist,
GT Florist on Charles Street South, for all the wreaths

and what many agreed was the perfect holiday tree.

From left,
Francine Pilgrim,
Fayette Street and
Jo Campbell,
Church Street.
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breakfast & lunch served
eatin-take out

alon munzer
rachel miller munzer

617-423-eggs
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BISTRO & BAR

Handmade pastas
and artisan breads
made fresh daily...
Italian favorites
from our wood oven...

Park Square, 210 Stuart Street
Boston, MA 02116 - Ph. 617-423-57(
www.rustickitchen.biz




